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THE WHITE HOUSE 1868
WASHINGTON
President’s May 8, 1985

Foreign Inteliigence
Advisory Board

Dear Bill:

The President has directed his Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board to
review the support provided by the intelligence community for U.S. efforts
toward arms control with the Soviet Union. (C)

As you well know, there are many elements to this matter, and we expect
that our work will continue for several months. Almost immediately, however,
it is apparent that many of the issues lead directly to questions about what
specific forces or other military factors are important to affecting the stra-
tegic balance. Alternative positions on issues of verification, monitoring,
intelligence resources and their priorities, for example, seem heavily influenced
by views about which elements of the U.S. and Soviet strategic forces and pos-—
tures are militarily significant, and why. 1In addition, it appears Soviet views
on this matter of strategic military significance have been different from
those held by the U.S. This issue was raised, for example, in the pioneering
“Joint Net Assessment” that you produced together with the Secretary of Defense.

()

We believe that it would be very helpful to us--and, perhaps more importantly,
the process underway in Geneva-~to have a detailed comparison of U.S. and Soviet
views concerning the elements of strategic forces and postures that are considered
by each to be militarily significant, with specific application to the proposals
being explored in the Geneva talks and the corresponding differences in intel-
ligence requirements flowing from them. These comparisons could be generated by
an extension of the work done for the "Joint Net Assessment.” (C)

Because we believe this matter is fundamental to our work and U.S. efforts
in Geneva, we hope that such an evaluation can begin promptly and be available
soon. Qur staff is prepared for an early meeting with your representatives to
discuss these ideas in more detail. (U)

Sincerely,

L""’-—" .

Anne L. Armstrong
Chairman

The Hlonorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D. C. 20505

—CONFIEBENTIAE—

Classified by ExecDir, PFIAB :
Declassify OADR : 5

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/07 : CIA-RDP87M00539R001001420007-4




